First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)

605 Memorial Boulevard
P. O. Box 441, Narrows, VA. 24124

Church phone: 540-726-2111
Parsonage phone : 540-726-7231
Church email: fccnarrows@verizon.net

Website: www.fccnarrows.org

The Rev. Dennis W. Martin, Minister

Minister’ s cell phone: 540-599-3947

Minister’'s email: themartins@solutioninnovations.c om

Our deepest Christian sympathy
and love are given to:

Lucille Pruett and all her family
upon the death of her sister, LaVerne
Lester. LaVerne died on April 5. A
graveside service for LaVerne was held on
April 8 at Fairview Cemetery in Narrows.

The family of Nell S. Huffman, who
died on April 11. Funeral service for Nell
was held on April 15 at Riffe’s Funeral
Service Chapel and burial was in
Roselawn Memorial Gardens in
Christiansburg.

We pray for God to richly bless
Lucille and all of her family and the
family of Nell with His peace and
comfort during this time of sorrow.
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I A donation to the Memorial Fund

: in memory of Nina M. Richardson has
been made by the Co-ed Class of

I Bethlehem Baptist Church, Henrico, VA.

[ |

1 A donation to the Preschool in

memory Nina M. Richardson has been

; Mmade by Dr. and Mrs. Charles Driscoll of

1 Lynchburg, VA.
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Kevin White and Lisa Frazier are
now engaged! An August wedding is
planned.

Our deepest congratulations to
this wonderful couple.




The National
Day of Prayer is an
annual observance
held on the first
Thursday of May, 1L
invitin eof X X

ng people o ONaL DAY o)
all faiths to pray for our
nation. It was created in 1952 by a joint
resolution of the United States Congress,
and signed into law by President Harry S.
Truman. In 1988, the law was amended
so that the National Day of Prayer would
be held on the first Thursday of May.

Leaders of the National Day of
Prayer organization strive to
communicate with every individual the
need for personal repentance and prayer,
to create appropriate materials, and to
mobilize the Christian community to
intercede for America's leaders and its
families. The national organization
represents a Judeo-Christian expression
of the national observance, based on our
understanding that this country was
birthed in prayer and in reverence for the
God of the Bible.

A National Day of Prayer
observance in Giles County will be held
on Thursday, May 6, at 12 noon on the
courthouse lawn in Pearisburg.

Everyone is invited to participate.
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DISCIPLES MEN'’'S MEN
FELLOWSHIP MEETING imﬁ\r
MEN

The Disciples Men’s Fellowship will

meet on Wednesday, May 21, 2010, at

6:00 P.M. in the church fellowship hall.
Nancy Haynie, director of the Giles
County Christian Mission, will be the
guest speaker.
Please plan to attend and invite
some friends.
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I Thank you seems very |
|l inadequate when it comes

| to saying thank you from the

| men of the Disciples Men’s )

| Fellowship for the wonderful “

| support you gave them in “' |

| raising funds for Special Camp. || I
They were hoping to raise a

| enough to support one camper
($400), but because the love
I of God shines through you,

| $910 T

I was donated. To paraphrase
| Jesus, “When you help special
I campers, you are helping Me.” Y

I May God continue to bless “
I all of us with a spirit of l" |
| generosity and love. v o
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Everyone is invited to a
presentation by the Oakvale School O.K.
Chorale, directed by Nicole Reed. The
program will begin at 2:00 PM at the
First Presbyterian Church of Narrows.
Please attend and enjoy the sounds
provided by these children.

You are also invited to attend an
organ recital presented by Jesse
Ratcliffe on May 30, 2010. It will be
given at First Presbyterian Church of
Narrows at 4.00 PM.
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: YOUR HELP 1S NEEDED

|

I On Saturday, May 15, your
: help is needed for work day at

, our church. Many projects are to
1 be untaken and everyone can

1 help with something. Please mark your
I calendar and plan to come and help.
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Disciples are Expanding the Téble

Against the odds of being denied
land and permits, Chimiste Doriscar, a
Haitian new church planter, found a quaint
site in Carl, Georgia that had 3.76 acres of
land and a house. With a loan from Church
Extension, this property became the site of
Centre Evangelique La Pierre Angulaire. The
house is now converted into a sanctuary
with more than 100 chairs for the
congregation. The church, founded in 2002,
is thriving, said Doriscar. "Sometimes we
have to add more chairs for worship."

In 2001, New Church Ministry was
involved in the planting of two Haitian
congregations. Since then, of the 640 new
Disciples churches started in the United
States and Canada, 100 of them are Haitian
congregations. There is a certain
connectedness that is shared by those who
are part of the new church movement. It's a
welcoming spirit of Disciples kinship that
reaches out to embrace all who come to the
table of worship to be joined together as a
family in service to God and neighbor. Now
more than ever, New Church Ministry and all
our partners embrace with love and support
our Haitian families in the United States and
in Haiti, who were impacted by the
earthquake on January 12, 2010.

We will continue to expand our reach
- planting churches and extending the
witness to new mission fields. Join the
efforts of New Church Ministry in ~ Expanding
the Table in the United States, Canada and
right here in your region by supporting the
Pentecost Special Offering. This offering,
divided evenly between your region and
New Church Ministry, helps to fund
recruitment, coaching and training of new
church ministers, like Chimiste Doriscar. By
Expanding the Table , you and New Church
Ministry are reaching out to serve
multitudes and to share God's message in
new ways.

We will receive our Pentecost
Offering on two Sundays, May 16 and 23.
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(ROSSING MUSICAL AND SPIRITUAL BOUNDARIES

The common ground event committee in
conjunction with the Fellowship of
Christian Athletes of Giles, Narrows, and
James Monroe high schools are pleased
to present Common Ground 2010;

An exciting evening of incredible
testimony, amazing music, and
unforgettable, God inspired

performances.

Saturday night, May 15th, 2010 in the
Giles High auditorium;

The doors open at 6 PM and the program
begins at 7 PM.

athletes, artists, performers, students,
pastors and others from all walks of life
will come together to focus on the key to
a truly abundant life....Jesus Christ.

Common Ground is designed to
introduce many to the love of Jesus that
is waiting to be claimed while at the
same time encouraging today’s young
Christians to “step it up” for God.

Putting aside all of the man-made
barriers and divisions and embracing
our common ground which is found in
Christ alone! As Jesus prayed “That all

of them may be one, Father, just as you

are in me and | am in you. May they also
be in us so that the world may believe

that you have sent me.” John 17:21 NIV)

For more information see the website at
www.commonground2010.com.




UPDATED BIBLE
READINGS

1 Kings 10 — 11 ; Luke 21:20 -38

1 Kings 12 —13; Luke 22:1 -30

1 Kings 14 — 15 ; Luke 22:31 -46

1 Kings 16 — 18 ; Luke 22:47 -71

1 Kings 19 — 20 ; Luke 23:1 -25

1 Kings 21 — 22 ; Luke 23:26 -56

2Kings1 —3; Luke 24:1 -35

2 Kings 4 —6; Luke 24:36 -53
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2Kings 7 —9;John 1:1 -28

2 Kings 10 — 12 ; John 1:29 -51

2 Kings 13 — 14 ; John 2

2 Kings 15 — 16 ; John 3:1 -18

2 Kings 17 — 18 ; John 3:19 -36

2 Kings 19 —21 ; John 4:1 -30

2 Kings 22 — 23 ; John 4:31 -54

2 Kings 24 — 25 ; John 5:1 -24

17 | 1 Chronicles1 -3 ;John 5:25 -47
18 | 1 Chronicles 4 -6 ;John 6:1 -21

19 | 1 Chronicles 7 —9 ;John 6:22 -44
20 | 1 Chronicles 10 —12; John 6:45 -71
21 | 1 Chronicles 13 —15; John 7:1 -27
22 | 1 Chronicles 16 —18; John 7:28 -53
23 | 1 Chronicles 19 —21; John 8:1 -27
24 | 1 Chronicles 22 — 24 ; John 8:28 -59
25 | 1 Chronicles 25 — 27 ; John 9:1 -23
26 | 1 Chronicles 28 —29; John 9:24 -41
27 | 2 Chronicle s1 -3 ;John 10:1 -23

28 | 2 Chronicles 4 — 6 ;John 10:24 -42
29 | 2 Chronicles 7 —9 ;John 11:1 -29
30 | 2 Chronicles 10 —12:; John 11:30 -57

2 Chronicles 13 — 14 ; John 12:1 -26

aluminum pop tabs for the Ronald
McDonald house in Roanoke, please
give them to Hollie Ferguson and she
will have them delivered.

ALUMINUM CAN
POP TABS

If you are still saving the

Below is the
Count Your Blessings
calendar for the ladies
of the CWF to use as a
guide for contributing
to the blessings boxes.
This is a good idea for all of us to use
this calendar in order to recognize and
to share our blessings with others.

May 2010

.01 for each button on your clothes

.05 if you went to church

.03 if you were not out of bed before
7 a.m.

.10 if you wore a belt

.01 for each phone call made

.03 if you went to work

.05 if you wore a bra

.10 if you wore hose

.25 if you celebrated Mother’'s Day

.02 for each cup of coffee you drank

.05 if you did not go to work

.10 if you read the newspaper

.10 if you wore shoes

.02 if your clothes had a zipper

.05 if you drove a car

.25 if you did not go to church

.02 if you fixed breakfast for your
family

.10 if you wore something white

.05 if you went to bed before 10 p.m.

.10 if you arrived at work on time

.05 if you took a shower

.10 if you cooked dinner

.05 if you when shopping

.10 if you went on a trip

.05 if you wore a t-shirt

.10 if you were tired

.02 for each glass of water you
drank

.05 if you ate fast food

.10 if you wore slacks

.10 if you watched church tv

31- .05 if you celebrated Memorial Day




Dear Church Family,

We asked our four-year-old class
members to complete this statement

| (after we explained 1 million dollars is a

whole lot of money): “If I had a million
dollars, I would buy my Mom .....

Caden — a lot of food

Liam — a new cell phone because she
needs one

Mason — a monster truck toy

Mya — clothes and necklaces

Deanna — a new watch

Margo — a real doggie

Reed — another dog

Tyler — sixteen flowers

Gabriel — a red Chevy car

lan — a giant necklace

Layna — a dollie

Quenton — a blue ring

Ethan — a new blue shirt

Benjamin — a new lamey tape measure
(to measure lambs)

Trey — buy her facebook

Sarah — a little tiny chitchy waa waa

(a chihuahua)

Happy Spring,
Ms. Nikki I

MINISTRY OF THE ELDERS

In James 5:14 we are instructed,
“Is any one of you sick? He should call
the elders of the church to pray over
him and anoint him with oil in the name
of the Lord.”

If any member of our church
requests the minister and/or the elders
to pray for and anoint him or her, they
will be glad to do so, in the person’s
home or at church or any other place. If
you would like prayer and anointing by
the minister and/or the elders, please
contact Dennis at 726-2111 or 726-7231
or George Caldwell at 726-7654 and
arrangements will be made for the
request.

Our elders offer communion to
our shut-ins and to the sick. They will
be glad to take communion to anyone at
anytime if they are requested to do so.

If you would like to have
communion brought to you or know
someone who would like to have it,
please contact George or Dennis.

PRESCHOOL WISH LIST

We are celebrating 10 years of our
preschool ministry this year.

Our preschool could use some
help now. The teachers have provided a
wish list of things they could use. If you
cannot provide some of the items, you
can also make a donation to help
purchase items.

Copies of the wish list are in the
back of the sanctuary.

Friday — Monday,
May 28 — 31 (Memorial Day
weekend), is the spring
work weekend at Craig
Springs camp grounds.
This is a great time to go and
help prepare our camp .
grounds and buildings for the opening of
the camping season.

Dennis is trying to get a group together
to help paint the floor in the Glass House.

There is no cost for attending work
weekend, but you MUST REGISTER so the
camp personnel can prepare for our arrival.
Please see Dennis for registration forms
and more information.
All ages are needed to help work. Youth
below 18 years of age must be accompanied
by an adult.

Registration forms need to be given

to Dennis no later than Sunday, May 9.
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169th Regional Assembly of The Christian Church

(Disciples of Christ) in Virginia

Featured Speakers

Eddie Hammett,
PCC, is a Professional
Certified Coach through
International Coaching
Federation, prolific best-
selling author,
conference leader,
partner with The
Columbia Partnership, &
Church and Clergy

Coach for Cooperative Baptist
Fellowship of North Carolina. He has
been a church and denominational
leader and coach for over 25 years.
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Randy Pierce is
a speaker, author,
trainer, certified coach
and consultant with
McGhee Productivity
Solutions with more
than 20 years of
experience in
business development
and oraanizational

behavior. He is a trained pilates

instructor, and believes that a better life
and purpose can be found in having
balance —flexing our physical, mental
and spiritual muscles. He has great
passion and insight for helping
organizations dealing with change and
transitions.

FRIDAY EVENING PREACHER

to reside.

The Rev. Sékinah Hamlin is the Minister of Anti -racism and
Reconciliation for the Southeast Regions of the Chr
(Disciples of Christ). An ordained minister in the
(Disciples of Christ), she previously served as Dir
Education at Guilford College in Greensboro, NC, wh

istian Church
Christian Church
ector of Multicultural
ere she continues




Men’s Luncheon Speaker Women’s Luncheon Speaker

The Rev. Ronald J.
Degges became president
of Disciples Home Missions
in January of 20009.
Through his 30-plus years
in ministry serving

The Rev. Dorothy D.
France is a popular speaker,
writer, and retreat leader who
has been a leader in the
Christian Church (Disciples
of Christ) for many years. She

churches in Maryland, lowa, Delaware, was ordained, along with her late  husband ,
Virginia, and California, Ron has seen Carl, upon graduating from Bethany College
and experienced the Disciples from in 1950 and has served as a pastor, a teacher,
coast to coast. and as leader in ecumenical groups such as

Church Women United and the Virginia
Council of Churches and has been involved in
hunger issues and refugee resettlement.

REGISTRATION INFORMATION

See Dennis for registration info and forms, contact the Regional office, or download at
www.ccinva.org.

Register by mailing the form with payment to Christ ian Church in Virginia (CCinVA),
1290 Enterprise Drive, Lynchburg, VA 24502.

Early Bird Registrations are discounted $15 for adu  Its and youth. Early Bird deadline is
postmarked by May 7. There is no early discount fo  r children.

A Late Fee of $15 must be added to all registration s postmarked after May 21.

A Walk-in Penalty of $20 will be added to all regis  trations made at the event ($10 for
non-participant meals), and meals cannot be guarant  eed.

Please note that you may register to attend the Men  ’s or Women'’s luncheon, or the
Breakfast Conversation with Eddie and Randy on Sund ay, and pay only for that meal (Non-
Participant Meals). A $10 walk-in penalty does app ly if you have not pre-registered.

Children must be registered before the event to par ticipate in the Childcare or
Children’s Experience.

Special Camp Walk-a-Thon registration fee of $15in  cludes a t-shirt. You may also
register at the event.

During the month of May, members of the Christian A ction and
Community Service are asking for your assistance. For all the
Sundays in May, there will be a basket are the back  of the sanctuary to

receive monetary donations to help the food pantry at the Giles County
Christian Mission.

Please consider giving up a snack or a meal outea ch week and
donate the money to the mission.




Time is drawing near to make arrangements to attend camp at Craig
Springs. A list of the camps and costs is in the w indow in the narthex, or
Dennis can email you a list.

Registration must be post marked no later than the deadline date of
May 15 to receive the early registration discount. Registrations will be
accepted at full price until seven days prior to th e camp start date. No
refunds will be issued after June 1.

There is some financial aid available from the Dist  rict Il budget and these requests have
to be in the district treasurer’s hands no later th an May 20. The available district funds will be
divided equally among all who apply.

Please contact Dennis for more information and reg istration forms.

The following poem was written by Sharon Shrader up on the birth of her grandson ,
Branden Lee Crawford. It was used as part of Brand  en’s child dedication service at First
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), Narrows, VA

God'’s Precious Gift

All the anguish and heartache of the pasttwo of ye  ars

Slipped quietly away with the wash of their tears

They smiled down at their newborn son nestled again st his mother’s breast
Content in the knowledge of complete happiness and rest

“How’s my little man” his mom whispered softly to the ir sweet little boy
And her eyes filled once more at this wonder; their joy

For God had truly blessed them with a miracle of lo  ve

A most precious gift sent from heaven above

She kissed him softly upon his soft, sweet brow

And knew in that moment all would be perfect someho w

Together they gazed upon their little son, their mos t valued treasure
Filled with a love so amazing they could not begint 0 measure

Their son would be protected and cherished from the start
And each of his parents made room in their heart

For this little boy that would blossom and grow

Nourished by his parents that love him so

As his mother tenderly laid him in his daddy’s arms once more
They heard a gentle knock upon their front door

God entered their home in all his glory and might

And he surrounded this family with his eternal ligh

In a voice so tender it brought more cleansing tear

God intercepted all their previous fears

He spoke of his love that filled heaven and earth

How he loved all his children from the time of thei r birth

“This child I give you to have and to hold Sharon Shrader
His life is yours to shape and to mold April 10, 2010
But | will remain beside you guiding your way

Now embrace this precious gift; he’s yours today”




We cannot say thank
you enough for the wonderful
service our young people
presented on Sunday, March
21. Everyone of them
conducted himself or herself
with dignity and with great
sincerity in his or her
presentation.

We are extremely
proud of all of our young
people and the way they are
using their talents to serve
God.

To everyone young
person we say, THANK YOU.

Below is an article from
Ron Degges, President of
| Disciples Home Missions. | ask
| you to read it carefully and how
| It applies to us in our church.

I Greetings!

|

I I cannot help but bring up this
I matter. Sorry, but not really!

| | have been attending

I congregational worship services all over
the country for the past year and | have

| learned something.

I It doesn't really come as a

| surprise, but it does come as a

| disappointment. | cannot say it any other

I way. _

I Our churches are not welcoming.

| Sorry to say this. | am not expecting any

| special attention or recognition when |

| attend a worship service. | just go to

| church as | have been doing ever since |

met Jesus when | was nine years old.

l And what | have experienced is lack of

| hospitality.

| I normally arrive early and make

I my way to the entry of the congregation.

I Sometimes a cup of coffee is available.

I Folk are standing around and talking to
one another. | stand there by myself

| looking to engage in some type of

| conversation to break the ice of my

I newness — and no one ever says anything

l to me. No welcoming gestures, no hello,

no nothing!

| This is not just the case in small
I congregations, but particularly in large
ones where there are over a thousand
people in worship and no one seems to
| care that another has arrived. Our
I church cannot continue to exist like this.
| Of course, there have been
I exceptions to what | am saying. |
I remember attending Light of the World
| here in Indianapolis. A few folk greeted
| me with a welcoming handshake. |
I moved incognito into their worship space
| and took a seat far toward the back. |
I thought | could remain anonymous. As
I worship started, an usher approached me
| and greeted me by my name, ushering me
| up to the front row of the church. A few
I minutes later, | was invited to stand in the
| spotlight and was introduced to the
I congregation by name.
How all this happened | do not
| know. | did not even give anyone my
| name. But the congregation and its
I leadership were keenly aware of those
I who were in their midst.
I Our church, if it is to be a growing
fellowship, must reach out to strangers
| and visitors. We do not need to gush all
| over them, only to acknowledge their
| presence. A kind word of greeting, a
| handshake, or some kind of minimal
acknowledgement may just make the
maximal impression. There is no feeling
| quite like the feeling of being alone in a
I crowd. | know because | have
| experienced this feeling in church.
So | say, wake up church. This is
your moment. Reach out. Embrace.
| Talk. Welcome. Engage. And, shame on
| you if someone comes into your holy
| space and is not welcomed.
If you have ever wondered why
people do not come and stay in your
I congregation, you might just do a check
| of your hospitality quotient. If it's not 100
| percent, then you've got some work to
I do! Disciples Home Missions and | are
| here to assist your church in becoming
an oasis of welcome in a world that
I thrives on neglect.

Hospitably yours,

I hope to see all of you in Sunday
School and worship.

Peace and love to all, Dennis

Ron Degges
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If you are unable to serve, please arrange for a su

SERVING IN MAY 2010

bstitute and contact Dennis Martin at

726-2111 so he will be aware of who is serving.

ELDERS
Nancy Millirons
George Caldwell
Robert Trent, alternate

DEACONS

Sandra Spangler* Ed Tiller
Donna Dunn Christy Lawson

* denotes chairperson of groups

DEACONESSES

Freda Wright
Jean Johnson
Cindy Light
Jennifer Crawford
Katrina Lucas

2nd

9th
16th
23rd
30th

JUNIOR DEACON

Rachel Palmer

LOCK BUILDING
Nancy Millirons

GREETERS

Rachel Palmer
Paula Lee
Ann Patteson
Jerry Broyles
Bill Patteson

2nd

9th
16th
23rd
30th

NURSERY

Chris Trent
Michelle Robertson
Shaina Palmer
Phyllis Spangler
Katrina Lucas

2nd

9th
16th
23rd
30th

ACOLYTES

Slater Ferguson
Emilie White
Cole Blaker
Madison Green
Chase Blaker

2nd

9th
16th
23rd
30th

CHILDREN'S SERMON

2nd Michelle Robertson
9th Hollie Ferguson
16th Nancy Martin
23rd Chris Trent
30th Dennis Martin

READ SCRIPTURE

Jean Johnson
Kevin White
Glenn Shrader
Nancy Millirons

2nd

9th
16th
23rd

30th Donna Dunn

1 | Eli Millirons 14 | Chase Lawson
2 | Josephine Blaker 17 | Eugene Morris
3 | Ann Patteson 19 | Butch Blankenship
Mary Lee Tabor 24 | Donnie & Jennifer Crawford
4 | Benton Boyd Janet Millirons
7 | Lindsey Trent 28 | Huntar Ferguson
12 | George Caldwell 30 | Greg & Paula Lee
13 | David Johnston 31 | Janet Robertson

First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)

605 Memorial Boulevard
P. O. Box 441
Narrows, VA 24124
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